Pontesbury Neighbourhood Plan - Regulation 16 – Summary of Representations
	
	Consultee
	Summary of comments

	1
	Sport England
	Sports England provided a general information statement covering:
· the NPPF – positive planning for sport, protection from the unnecessary loss of sports facilities and an integrated approach to providing new housing and employment land with community facilities;
· Sport England’s statutory consultee role in protecting playing fields;
· developing planning policy for sport;
· assessments of need and strategies for indoor and outdoor sports facilities;
· the design of new or improved sports facilities;
· sports facilities provision in new housing developments, and
· Sport England’s Active Design guidance for all new developments.
· 

	2
	Canal & River Trust
	The Canal & River Trust has no comment to make on the document as it does not hold an assets or land within the designated Neighbourhood Area.


	3
	Network Rail
	There is one level crossing within the plan area: Sandals Public Footpath Crossing (SBA1 4m 50cns). 

It is Network Rail’s and indeed the Office of Rail Regulation’s (ORR) policy to reduce risk at level crossings not to increase risk as could be the case with an increase in usage at the level crossing in question. 

The Council have a statutory responsibility under planning legislation to consult the statutory rail undertaker where a proposal for development is likely to result in a material increase in the rail volume or a material change in the character of traffic using a level crossing over a railway. Network Rail would appreciate the council providing the opportunity to comment on any future planning policy documents.


	4
	Historic England
	Historic England is supportive of both the general content of the document and the vision and objectives set out in it. 
The emphasis on the conservation of local distinctiveness through good building design and the protection of national and local heritage assets, local green space and important views, along with landscape character and biodiversity is to be applauded.

	5
	Natural England
	Screening Request: Strategic Environmental Assessment 

Natural England that, in so far as their strategic environmental interests (including but not limited to statutory designated sites, landscapes and protected species, geology and soils) are concerned, that there are unlikely to be significant environmental effects from the proposed plan.

Neighbourhood Plan

Natural England can confirm that in their view the proposals contained within the plan will not have significant effects on sensitive sites that Natural England has a statutory duty to protect.  

Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) Screening

Natural England agrees with the report’s conclusions that the Pontesbury Neighbourhood Plan would not be likely to result in a significant effect on any European Site, either alone or in combination and therefore no further assessment work would be required.


	6
	Coal Authority
	Coal Authority records indicate that within the identified Neighbourhood Plan area there are recorded coal mining features present at surface and shallow depth including: mine entries, shallow coal workings and reported surface hazards. These features pose a potential risk to surface stability and public safety. The Coal Authority’s records also indicate that surface coal resource is present in the area.

It does not appear that the Neighbourhood Plan, as proposed, allocates any sites for future development and on this basis the Planning team at the Coal Authority have no specific comments to make on this document

	7
	Environment Agency
	Based upon the environmental constraints in the area and in the absence of any specific site allocations within this Neighbourhood Plan the Environment Agency have no detailed comments to make.

	8
	Climate Change Task Force (Shropshire Council)
	Overall, policies GRE3 (Pollution) and GRE4 (Carbon Reduction) of the Pontesubry Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan (PPDNP) are considered to conform with SP3 (Climate Change) and DP11 (Minimising Carbon Emissions) of the draft Shropshire Council Local Plan. Although the carbon and climate policies between the two plans conform in general, the following two policy areas from SP3 of the SLP are not currently considered fully within the PPNDP: carbon sequestration, mitigation and adaptation to the impacts of climate change. 

Shropshire Councils Climate Change Task Force welcomes the inclusion of support for community renewable energy generation in the PPNDP. However, specific details on the type of renewable energy generation that the community would welcome and suitable locations for these developments would be beneficial and help secure their development. The PPNDP does not identify any areas for onshore wind turbines, which under current policy would restrict Pontesbury Parish with their ambitions to transition to a zero-carbon economy.




